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Dr. Meenakshi Thapan, is Director of Rishi Valley 

Education Centre, under the aegis of the Krishnamurti 

Foundation India in rural Andhra Pradesh. She recently 

retired as Professor of Sociology and Director, Delhi 

School of Economics, and Coordinator of the D.S. 

Kothari Centre for Science, Ethics and Education, 

University of Delhi.  She is also a Trustee of the 

Krishnamurti Foundation (India) since 2012. Her work 

in the field of education has focused on schools and 

schooling processes in India and in Vancouver and Paris. 

Among her first books are Life at School: An 

Ethnographic Study & Living the Body: Embodiment, 

Womanhood and Identity in Contemporary India. An 

early contribution was the edited collection entitled 

Embodiment. Essays on Gender and Identity. Her more 

recent works are (ed.) J. Krishnamurti and Educational 

Practice: Social and Moral Vision for Inclusive 

Education, Education and Society: Themes, 

Perspectives, Practices, Ethnographies of Schooling in 

Contemporary India, and Contested Spaces. Citizenship 

and Belonging in Contemporary Times. She has held 

positions as Series Editor of a Series on the Sociology 

and Social Anthropology of Education in South Asia and 

of a five-volume series on Women and Migration in 

Asia. Presently, she is the Series Editor of Education and 

Society in South Asia, Oxford University Press. 


