
 

10th National Handloom Day 

The 10th National Handloom Day was celebrated at the Central Library Conference Hall of 

Tripura University on August 3, 2024. The event, part of Handloom Week celebrations, was 

organized by the Weavers' Service Centre, under the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. 

It had been sponsored by the Office of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms, 

Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi. The program had been attended by the State Director, Prof. 

Ganga prasad Prasain honourable Vice Chancellor, Dr. Deepak sharma, Registrar of 

Tripura University, Prof. Shaon Ray Chaudhuri, Director of IQAC, Tripura University, 

professors of Tripura University, and 80 students. The programme begins with the lighting of 

the candle. s 

The Vice Chancellor spoke about the significance of the freedom movement and honored the 

Father of the Nation. He emphasized the importance of wearing Indian-made clothes, linking 

it to India's ancient culture and heritage. He highlighted that using handmade clothes supports 

the local economy, creates jobs, and provides livelihoods for weavers. He specifically 

mentioned the higher proportion of female weavers in Manipur and the significant handloom 

production in Tripura. He encouraged everyone to support and use clothes made by local 

weavers. The Vice Chancellor also discussed the schemes detailed in the pamphlet provided at 

the event and expressed appreciation for choosing the university as the venue for the 

celebration. Followed by quiz, those who has given the answer got the prize. 

The Registrar addressed, the importance of youth employment in India and the country's rich 

handloom production. He emphasized that the attraction to Western-made clothes had caused 

cultural oppression due to a Western mindset. He highlighted that Sri Aurobindo was the first 

to promote the swadeshi movement, followed by Mahatma Gandhi. He spoke about the benefits 

of using swadeshi products, the pride in wearing handmade clothes, and the necessity for the 

youth to focus on these products and create markets for handloom production, thereby 

supporting weavers and preserving their culture. 



Prof. Shaon Ray Choudhuri spoke about the significance of celebrating August 7th in memory 

of the 1905 Swadeshi Movement. She proposed promoting the swadeshi movement as a means 

to refine and globally recognize Indian culture. She also discussed Tripura University's 

involvement in natural fibers like ramie, the commercialization and valorization of ramie 

production, and the importance of skill upgrading for students through certification programs. 

Subrata Bhattacharjee, Senior officers from the National Development Cooperation mentioned 

the role of six regional and branch offices, and the Weavers' Service Centre in supporting 

weavers, particularly through the provision of flax yarn. He addressed the threat posed by 

powerloom production to traditional handloom industries and highlighted initiatives like the 

distribution of free handlooms and solar lamps. 

Pampa Karmakar spoke about the Prime Minister of India's initiatives focused on the new 

generation, including craft demonstrations and workshops to raise awareness about traditional 

products, supported by live demonstrations by weavers. 

The program concluded with a vote of thanks by Sourav Acharya, who expressed gratitude to 

all participants and organizers for making the event a success. 
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